
Have you ever 
seen posters 
of The Face: 
Jesus in Art, 
made up of a 
mosaic of faces? 
It is a striking 
technique 
that makes an 
important point. By baptism we are 
all called to be the face of Christ, 
offering hope to those in need 
through works of prayer, charity 
and education. As individual 
Catholics we join together with the 
mission of the Church. And it is the 
reason for the annual Partners in 
Charity Appeal in the Diocese of 
Worcester

Our agencies and ministries are 
faces of hope to so many people 
in need during this pandemic. As 
Bishop McManus so often points 

out, “We do not do this for Catholics 
only; we help others in need because 
we are Catholic.” 

Consider these 
examples of how, in 
times of crisis, people 
find hope when they 
turn to the Church and 
its charitable programs.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES
According to Maydee 
Morales, Director of 
Emergency Services at 

Catholic Charities, “the difference 
today for families is that those 
who were not in crisis before or 
were able to maintain stability 

in their home life are 
now facing crisis due to 
unemployment from the 
pandemic. They have 
never had to navigate 
the system for help with 
food, rent assistance or 
other forms of aid. We 
are grateful that our 
case managers in the 

area offices of Catholic Charities 
can assist them to find the help 
they need so that they do not 
despair.”

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Families with children in religious 
education programs have also 
faced new challenges since the 
pandemic restrictions began. “This 
has been a very dark time, but 
working with children at home 
even on programs such as ZOOM 
with the parent in the room gives 
an opportunity to discuss important 
questions,” said Mary Pat Heelan, 
associate director of the Office of 
Religious Education.  

“For example, where 
do we find hope in the 
darkness? Or, what can 
Jesus do in this very 
difficult time? Many 
parents have written 
that this is the first time 
they’ve had these kinds 
of discussions with their 
children in the home, 
the domestic church, 

which has been a great blessing for 
our children.”

YOUTH MINISTRY
“We were talking about the 
suffering of Christ on the cross 
in a small group discussion for 
teens, and it suddenly clicked 
for one of the participants,” said 
Tim Messenger, Director of Youth 
and Young Adult Ministries. “She 
realized that our suffering can have 
meaning when it is united with 
that of Christ on the cross. Christ 
accompanies us in our suffering so 
that we may find hope.” 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
“As a Catholic school teacher 
I can help our students through 
the pandemic, in part because 
we can pray with them and also 
be with them in person at school 
so that there is some stability and 
structure in their daily routine,” 
said Stephanie Nordahl, third-
grade teacher at St. Peter Central 
Catholic Elementary School in 
Worcester. “We turn to Jesus as a 
class and pray for special intentions 
that the students may be worrying 
about.”
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a difference for many people 
because of all the souls that I 
will someday baptize, all the 
confessions I will hear, the 
marriages I will witness, and all 
the people for whom I will offer a 
funeral Mass.”

SEMINARIAN EDUCATION
“Preparing for the priesthood during a 
pandemic will make me and my brother 
seminarians better priests,” said Derek 

Mobilio, a third-year-theology student 
from Worcester at St. John Seminary. 
“We are in a special moment of grace 
when we are in tune with the suffering of 
people in our communities and parishes, 
and also experiencing great grace in 
those moments in the ways we can 
reach out to those we serve.”

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
“The 
pandemic 
has posed 
challenges 
for young 
adults, 
particularly 
in their need 
to socialize 
and gather 
in small communities,” Mr. Messenger 
said.  

“So we have hosted virtual social gatherings 
as well as safe, in person social events and 
worship services to help them through the 
isolation which can be caused by this 
pandemic.”

YOUR PLEDGE
Consider the ways in which you can 
pledge or donate to the 2021 Partners 
in Charity appeal through your parish or 
directly on our online, secure website. 

Your pledge is a tangible way to be a 
‘face of Christ’ to the world through your 
support of the 27 agencies and ministries 
which rely on this appeal for funding each 
year. Check out the ways to give on this 
brochure or visit partners-charity.net to 
learn more.

THANK YOU
How can you make a difference at this 
time when you might be stuck at home 
due to the pandemic? Mrs. Heelan 
advised her own parents, “We can help 
out and be part of the mission of the 
Church to build the Kingdom of God by 
participating in Partners in Charity. We 
are all called to spread the Good News 
of salvation.”

“I want to thank our donors to Partners 
in Charity who have made such a 
remarkable impact on me becoming 
a priest,” said Mr. Mobilio “You make 

LIST OF AGENCIES
Charity
• Catholic Charities
•  McAuley Nazareth Home for 

Boys
• Pernet Family Health Service
• Priests’ Retirement
• Retired Priests Health Ministry
•  St. John Diocesan Cemetery 

System
• Stewardship and Development

Education
•  Advanced Studies for Clergy 

and Laity
• Catholic Schools Office
• Communications Ministry
• Grant-in-Aid for Schools
• Office of Religious Education
• Ongoing Priestly Formation
• Seminarian Education

Ministry
• African Ministry
• Catholic Campus Ministry
• Hispanic Apostolate
• Minister to Priests
• Office for Divine Worship
•  Office of Hispanic/Latino 

Ministry
• Office of Marriage and Family
• Office of the Diaconate
• Respect Life Office
• St. Paul Cathedral
•  Vocations Office 
• House of Studies
• Youth and Young Adult Ministries

Pass in your envelope 

Partners in Charity
49 Elm St.,

Worcester, MA 01609

during In-Pew Sunday

Diocese of Worcester
49 Elm St.

Worcester, MA 01609
development@worcesterdiocese.org

508-929-4366

Partners-Charity.net

Visit 
Partners-Charity.net

 for a list of the charities, 
ministries and educational 
programs that rely on your 

generosity

Matching Gifts
See if your company 
will match your gift. 

Partners-Charity.net/ 
matching-gifts
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Make your gift to the 
Partners in Charity 

Appeal today!

Text your  
Donation

Text the word donate to 
84576 to access the  
online giving page

TEXT 

Call in a Pledge  
or Gift

508-929-4366


